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by Delaney Heisterkamp 

 

Mode(s) of access 750words.com 
Cost 30-day free trial; $5 monthly subscription  

Use case(s) Journaling, mindfulness  
Strength(s) Emphasis on privacy 

Weakness(es) Poor technical support  

 

An Introduction; or, Why 750?  

We all struggle to some degree with uniting writing and habit. The last time I 

attempted to regular ly journal was in 2013, but this practice lasted about four days 

before I forgot about my diary in its hiding place between mattress and bedspring. In 

sixth grade, I swore to myself that I would finish my first novel by the time I turned 18 

and proceeded t o fail miserably. The problem is that there are so many avenues for 

letting our habits go Ɂbusy schedules, prioritized tasks, writerɅs blockɁthat such 

aspirat ions seem like lofty, far -fetched dreams. Even as an English major, I found 

myself pushing personal  writing to the backburner. Maybe someday, I thought, in 

retirement.   

And then I heard about a little something called 750 Words. Buster Benson, the 

creator  of this website, believes that writing every day is not only possible, but 

probableɁand in three p ages or more. Benson was first inspired by an exercise called 

Ɉmorning pagesɉ that he found in Julia CameronɅs The ArtistɅs Way. The idea is to write 

three pages a day, typically in the morning, about anything and everything that crosses 

your mind. Translate pages to word count and pencil to keyboard, and youɅve got 

750Words.com. Need to free some space in the old dome? Write. In a foul mood, but 

donɅt know where itɅs stemming from? Write. Got a story stuck in the contemplative 

stage? Write.  

LetɅs get started, shall we? 

Usability  

Once you create an account, the website is relatively easy to navigate. All of 750 

WordsɅ features are divided into five categories, located in the header. One tricky thing 

to note is that the categories Today and This Month also f unction as additional pages 

themselves: clicking on Today leads you to the daily progress of other users, while 
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clicking on This Month leads you to a compila tion of your own advancement. These are 

the most confusing aspects of the siteɅs navigation. 

 
The 750 Words homepage becomes a new blank slate at the beginning of every day  

 
To write, simply begin typing and your words will appear in the space below todayɅs 

date. While there is no autocorrect, spell check is enabled. A timestamp at the bottom 

of the page notes your current word count alongside the time of your last save.  

Automatic saves occur every 10 ten seconds. If your computer crashes, all your data 

will remain unscathed online until you log in again. In addition, you can manually save 

your progres s using the keyboard shortcuts Ctrl+S (PC) or Command+S (Mac). These 

are the only keyboard shortcuts currently in operation on the website. You can also 

export individual entries from your account into the Notepad (Windows) or TextEdit 

(macOS) feature on your computer. Go to Settings, click on the Search and Export tab, 

and select the date of the entry you wish to download.  

Privacy  

One of serviceɅs biggest selling points is its emphasis on privacy. Where the explicitly 

social nature of other platforms might  discourage writers, 750 Words promises 

complete confidentiality regarding your content and information, all the time. No one 

can see your words but you.  

Accessing 750 Words requires users to create a personal login through their email 

account. The site also includes an additional lock feature for confir med privacy on 

shared computers and in public spaces. You can access this secondary lock by going to 

Settings, clicking the Edit Password tab, and checking the box beside ɈActivate screen 

lockɉ at the top of the subsequent pop -up window. Once enabled, the site will require 
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you to enter an additional code word whenever you log in or leave your browser 

unattended for 10+ minutes.  

Personality  

In addition to the quirky, enthusiastic voice used in the website copy , 750 Words 

includes a lot of personalization fea tures. Under Settings, the tab Customize Page 

brings you to a screen that lets you select the font family, size, and color of your body 

text, as well as background, header, and link colors. These choices allow you to tailor 

the 750 Words writing experience  to your aesthetic and visual accessibility 

preferences.  

Self-Analysis  

750 Words self-markets as a diaristic site with a twist: when you talk to your journal, 

your journal talks back. By clicking on a link titled Stats under This Month you can 

access a breakdown of your writing style. The graphs and pie charts display the 

number of words you typed, how many words you type per minute, the total time you 

spent reaching your goal, the time you spent actually ty ping, and the number of 

distractions or pauses yo u encountered during that process.  

 
750 Words provides a fun, colorful way to reflect on how you write  

 
Additionally, users can create personal tracking tags that aggregate data over time 

under the Your Met adata subsection of Today. To insert a tag into your writing, type 

the name of the tag on its own line using all uppercase letters; follow this with a colon, 

and then follow the colon with numbers or text. It should look something like this:  
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SLEEP: 7 hours 

TIME WORKING: 9 hours 

750 Words will store the n ame of that tag and its subsequent information in a 

separate table that you can view over time. This feature can be useful for tracking 

hours slept, books read, miles run, etc.  

 
The metadata feature allows you to control what kind of data gets collected about you 

 

Your Stats page also gauges the emotional content of each dayɅs entry using a text-

analysis system called the Regressive Imagery Dictionary; based on this technology, 

750 Words attempts to calculat e the emotional contents of your writing by asses sing 

the feelings, themes, and mindsets of the words you typed.  

 
The Regressive Imagery Dictionary can be helpful, but remember: none of its assertions are scientifically backed  

 
The FAQ does include a disclaimer about this featureɅs trustworthiness, but blogger 

Hannah Braime doesnɅt seem to mind. She reflects on the fact that ɈI could just use my 

good old word processor to write 750 words every day, except there is far more 

reward when you can start to an alyse your writing afterwards.  True, the Ʉwhat you 

were most concerned about while writingɅ section can produce slightly dubious results 

sometimes but overall, itɅs usually quite revealing.ɉ 
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Freewriting  

Out of all the ways in which people use 750 Words, fr eewriting is definitely the on e 

with the least amount of structure. The term is often used as a brainstorming -adjacent 

strategy, in the hope that a continuous flow will reduce the censorship of good ideas 

(Grunwald). Freewriting functions as a way to break  through blocks or bouts of se lf-

criticism.  

750 Words takes this strategy and translates it into a daily mindfulness tool Ɂand 

personally, this is where I found success in my exploration of the website. Where the 

structure of journaling and creative writing  often kept me from dedicating  time to any 

kind of writing at all, freewriting on 750 Words allowed me to unload things that would 

have otherwise never seen the light of day: half -formed musings, random bits of 

memory, and hyperbolic thoughts.  

As Benson describes, ɈItɅs about getting it all out of your head, and is not supposed to 

be edited or censored in any way. The idea is that if you can get in the habit of writing 

three pages a day, that it will help clear your mind and get the ideas flowing for the 

rest of the day.ɉ 

Accountability  

Can daily writing really sustain itself on intrinsic motivation alone? 750 Words wonders 

the same thing, which is why the site also incorporates both a point and badge system 

to reward completing the 750 -word goal, a three -day streak, or a monthly challenge. 

As further incentive, you can compare your awards to those other members by 

scrolling through the Today page. This arrangement is completely arbitrary, but 

designer Franky Chung finds some value in it. For him, Ɉ[t]he sense of accomplishment 

when you get that first badge for writing 10 days in a row, or finishing that first month 

challenge, is pretty addicting.ɉ  

No worries if you miss your mark Ɂall your words are saved, regardless of whether or 

not you accomplish what you  set out to do. The system rewards meeting your goals, 

rather than punishing you for falling short. There is a Schedule Time Off tab under 

Settings (think finals week, vacation days, illness), but this feature is not available 

during the free trial.  

The pressurized, communal aspect of the point system reminds me a lot of National 

Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo), an annual initiative by writers worldwide to 

complete an entire novel during the month of November. While NaNoWriMo offers its 

own platform, the da ily, habitual qua lity of 750 Words could also help make that 

endgame more attainable.  
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Downsides  

The biggest potential flaw is in the progress bar located on the home screen. A row of 

empty boxes slowly fills with Xs as you log your daily writing, while an arrow button 

sends you back through previous entries by month.  

 
The design of 750 WordɅs progress bar can be an obstacle to accessing older writing 

 
This clunky navigation could cause archival problems down the road: how do I access 

my early logs after m onths and months of writing? Do I have to keep scrolling until I 

finally get to the date I was looking for? While I can search for specific key words using 

the Search and Export tab under Settings, I can find no other archival tool.  

750 Words is very much still a start -up initiative, with California -based couple Buster 

and Kellianne Benson functioning as the entire team. The site does have 

corresponding Twitter and Facebook accounts where users can leave feedback, but 

sometimes this is not enough. Ex-user Gary Henderson says that heɅd Ɉrecommend it if 

youɅre not opposed to PayPal or their rather high monthly cost, and if you donɅt need 

or want any sort of professional customer service on a timely basis.ɉ While there are 

several useful and unique features, it  is important to remember that the site is still in 

development.  

A Conclusion; or, At the End of the Day, We All Want to Feel 

Like WeɅre a Part of Something 

There are many ways in which 750 Words excelsɁand many ways in which it falls 

undeniably short. Wha t it gains in inn ovation and breadth, it loses in 

underdevelopment and unintuitive design. The easiest way to discern if 750 Words 

works for you is to ask yourself, what are my inspiration needs? What are my user 

needs? The priorities you have as both a writer and a consum er will dictate whether 

the siteɅs advantages or disadvantages shine through. 

The duality of 750 WordsɅ introspective and competitive features appeals almost 

paradoxically to some users, as both intra - and inter -personal connections can fo rm 

through the sa me writing act. Despite its wobbly legs, this site has hit upon an 

incredibly unique blend of privacy and community within the writing software genre. 

This is what makes 750 Words stand out in a sea of other word processors.  
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by Leah Gaus 

 

Mode(s) of access literatureandlatte.com/scrivener, macOS, Windows, iOS  
Cost 30-day free trial; $19.99 -$75 one-time payment options  

Use case(s) Long-form writing, general writing  
Strength(s) Organization, distraction -free environment, corkboard 

feature  
Weakness(es) Lack of page breaks, no Track Changes feature 

 

When working with a large writing project Ɂwhether itɅs a novel, research paper, 

collection  of essays, or other long-form pieceɁorganization is key. Your go-to might 

be clearly labeled folders on your hard drive that branch off of one another, 

documents that can be viewed anywhere you go on the Cloud, or a massive file with 

mult iple headings tha t exudes organized chaos. With Scrivener, making substantial 

progress on projects that have multiple (potentially moving) pieces can become easier 

than ever dreamed.  

The Product  

An award-winning word -processing program and outliner available for both Mac a nd 

PC, Scrivener is an organizerɅs dream. The software has all the familiar features of a 

word processor with innovative technologies, such as the corkboard and assorted 

templates for research papers in various style guide formats. Users can generate 

world -building sheets, view multiple documents side -by-side, and color-code their 

folders with ease. The program automatically saves and backs up projects in a 

designated location, which appeals to many of us who are forgetful.  
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Scrivener has countless features for the writer to utilize;  

it doesnɅt tell you how to write, but simply gives you the tools to do so 

 
Upon downloading Scrivener, the user is immediately encouraged to walk through the 

nifty built -in tutorial, which functions like  any other Ɉproject.ɉ Project is the term used 

by the program for the file saved on your hard drive, which encompasses all folders 

and documents you will create within that file. The tutorial is extremely interactive, 

guiding the reader through every aspec t of the software (and a ctually telling you to 

click on things) instead of using arrows and info boxes.  

There are three key components to the structure of the program Ɂthe Binder, the 

Editor, and the Inspector.  

The Binder  

Moving from left to right across th e window, the Binder or sidebar contains a drop -

down list of all components in the project. Each blank project file contains three main 

sections: Draft (where you will put all the text you want in the final document), 

Research, and Trash. 

Upon completion o f the project, Scrivener  offers the option to convert all files located 

in the Draft into one comprehensive Word document. This allows for the writer to 

separate sections however they chooseɁchapters, scenes, vignettes, and moreɁwith 

the comfort of knowing  that, in the end, their  hard work will become one cohesive file.  
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The Binder keeps track of all the sub-elements of a large project for you; in Word, the 

user has to do this via their personal organizational system. Although the writer has to 

label folder s and documents within t he software and move their location, these 

sometimes-tedious maneuvers are much easier with the Binder. The user can simply 

drag files up and down in the sidebar to move them, and the handy Add button in the 

toolbar makes creating n ew documents effortless.  

The Editor  

The center panel, or the Editor, is where all the actual writing occurs. A sibling to 

Microsoft Word, the editor has all the features any writer would expect Ɂa toolbar 

with basic formatting controls, a footer with a real -time word count, and a blank page 

ready for all of your ideas. When writing, the page only extends to the length of the 

piece, eliminating the occasionally -threatening white space.  

 
With the Binder on the left and the Inspector on the right, the Editor i s front and center.  

 
There are no page breaks in the Editor, which can be viewed as a positive or a 

negative. For the writer who likes to view their work in terms of page numbers, this 

might not be desirable. A key concept of Scrivener is the true focus: writing. While the 
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lack of page breaks forces the author to make some aspects of formatting an 

afterthought, it also allows for complete concentration on the words themselves.  

If youɅre like me and misspell words frequently when caught in the passionate fervor 

of writing, donɅt fret. While spell check isnɅt automatically enabled when downloading 

Scrivener, it can be turned on with a quick navigation of the Edit menu. The switched -

on feature also carries through newly created projects Ɂif spell check is enabled in 

your most recent p roject, it will also be enabled in the next project you create, and vice 

versa. 

When existing Word files are imported into the software, Scrivener keeps the original 

document intact, allowing the author to keep their previous drafts . Any comments 

remaining  on the file are also converted, but unlike Word, all comments are the same 

color by default; if more than one user commented on the original file, as can be the 

case in edited documents, there is no immediate way to differentiate w ho said what. 

In addition, the closest thing Scrivener has to WordɅs beloved Track Changes is 

Revision Mode, which color-codes the writerɅs changes based on draft number. 

Another option is the Snapshots feature, which allows the author to compare two 

versions of the same document . Once a project reaches the editing stage, especially 

when other persons are involved, it might be best to move to another program such as 

Word. 

Ideal for writers who need a distraction -free environment, ScrivenerɅs unique 

composit ion mode allows for a tr ue focus on the text. Upon clicking a button in the 

toolbar labeled Compose, the document fills the screen Ɂdistractions like other 

programs and the Internet are set aside. The line on which youɅre typing remains at a 

fixed place, encouraging non-stop, deeply focused writing.  

While the background in composition mode is set to midnight blue with white text by 

default, the color scheme can be easily customized; you can even import an image, 

creating a tropical beach background for your writing. A control bar c an be activated 

by moving the cursor to the bottom of the screen, which includes minimum features 

such as bars for text zoom and background fade, as well as buttons to open the binder 

and inspector.  

The Inspector  

The collapsible right-hand sidebar, otherwi se known as the Inspector, contains a 

synopsis and notes for each document. These appear when the user clicks on folders 

listed in the BinderɁthe Editor becomes a corkboard with moveable index cards, each 

representing a different do cument or subfolder. Thi s allows the writer to see the 
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bigger picture and rearrange the parts, much like the tangible methods of post -it notes 

on walls or index cards on corkboards.  

 
ScrivenerɅs corkboard features moveable index cards, allowing the writer to see the bigger pictu re 

 

When the user rearranges index cards on the corkboard, the changes are applied to 

the manuscript as wellɁa feature incorporated in the latest version of Scrivener. For 

those of us who are used to manually reordering our wo rk and transferring the 

changes to digital documents, this capability can be a small comfort.  

The Inspector has other features as well, from viewing metadata on your project to 

taking and storing snapshots, or older versions of the selected document. Using  

snapshots can function as a roundabout version of tracking edits, as described in the 

previous section.  

ɈThereɅs no right way or wrong wayɁonly your way.ɉ 

Although Scrivener may seem daunting at first with its abundance of settings, the 

program is remarka bly powerful and innovative. D esigned for extensive work on long -

form projects, the software is best used for these endeavors Ɂcomplicated battles that 

require organization, outlining, and objectivity. Scrivener also has advantages for 

further drafts of lon ger short stories, creative no nfiction pieces, and narrative 

journalism essays. With composition mode, easily -distracted writers might find it 



18 

useful for first drafts. If youɅre searching for an organizational method to the madness 

that is writing, Scriven er might be ideal for you.  

 

 

Leah Gaus studies Creative and Professional Writing and WomenɅs, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at 

Miami University in Ohio. When not reading queer theory, you can sometimes catch her sipping a chai 

latte at the local coffee shop. Her favorite space movie i s Guardians of the Galaxy. 
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by Delaney Sherman 

 

Mode(s) of access storylinecreator.com, macOS, Windows 
Cost Free; ɚ1.99-ɚ19.99 subscription options 

Use case(s) Storyboarding  
Strength(s) User has complete control over their storyboard  

Weakness(es) Larger storyline can be difficult to read  

 

Introduction  

Storyline Creator is an online writing program that allo ws a writer to map out their 

story/timeline for any piece of writing theyɅre working on scene by scene or chapter by 

chapter. They can organize their scenes chronologically and add or remove characters 

from scenes to help keep track of which characters tak e part in what parts of their 

story.  

Available Versions  

When you sign up with your email, youɅll find two available versions of Storyline 

Creator; one is freeɁbut provides limited access to the program Ɂand one has a 

subscription fee of either ɚ1.99 (~$2.28) per month or ɚ19.99 (~$22.94) per year. The 

yearly subscription will save you a few dollars, but if you donɅt think youɅre going to 

use it for more than a few months, it might be better to pay monthly. If your project 

isnɅt very extensive and wonɅt include very many characters or scenes, the free version 

is going to be your best bet.  

If you donɅt want to pay a fee to use Storyline Creator or only have a basic story in 

mind, you can opt to use the free version. This version of the program will keep all 

your work online so you can access it anywhere from any device just like in the full 

version, but the number of charac ters and scenes you can add to a project is limited to 

five in each category. With the full version, you can add as many scenes and characters 

as you want or need, and thereɅs a Notes feature that allows you to add notes to your 

storyline. Both versions save automatically and allow you to export your storylines to 

PDF files if you need to reference them while offline or send them to someone else. 

You also have the option to make your storylines available to the public or kept private 

on your personal accoun t. 
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Features  

Storyline Creator allows you to color -code each character to keep their line from 

getting mixed up with othersɅ, and thereɅs a space provided where you can add notes 

about the charactersɅ appearances, personalities, and any kind of significance they 

have in the story. You have access to a full color wheel so thereɅs no worry about 

running out of different colors for each character, and youɅre given unlimited space for 

adding notes so you can go as in-depth as you want about each character. You can 

also add emojis to help keep them separate if you would like an extra visual.   

 
This is an example of a character page 

 
YouɅre given the same control over your scenes. They can be color-coded, so itɅs easier 

to keep track of them, and moved around, t o keep them in chronological order. 

AdditionallyɁjust like for charactersɁyou have the option to add notes and specify 

which characters are involved in each scene. 

 
The scene synopsis page lets you add more detailed notes about whatɅs going on in your scene 
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ThereɅs also a section for a synopsis of the scene as well as a space for any research 

notes that might be important to whatɅs going on, whether it be for historical accuracy 

or just consistency within the project.  

You also have complete control over the storyline itself; youɅre able to drag and drop 

scenes and characters to rearrange encounters or close/open gaps between events, 

perhaps to show that more or less time has passed than the storyline might suggest. 

After adding a new component, a ll you have to do is click Redraw the Storyline to see 

your updated project.   

 
The storyline shows you how each character fits into each scene and works through the story  

 

To help guide the eye through your storyline, each character has a trail that matches 

the color assigned to them, which worms its way throughout the story and connects to 

scenes where the character is present. If a character isnɅt in a scene, their trail will 

move around instead of through it to indicate that theyɅre absent during this 

interacti on. If there comes a point where a character no longer appears in the story, 

their trail will end in their last scene. Rolling over a scene or a character with the 

cursor will display the notes you added to that component at the top of the screen if 

you need a refresher.  

And if youɅre ever stuck, thereɅs an option to start a 30-minute writing session within 

the program. This means that for the next 30 minutes, you ca nɅt stop to think too 

much about what youɅre writing or how good it is; you just need to write. If you stop 

for more than three minutes, the program will end the session early and everything 

from the session will be deleted. It might be a little harsh, but  itɅs an incentive to keep 

you going.  
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This is the message that will pop up when you star t a writing session  

 

Weaknesses  

While this app may come in handy for writers who need a little extra help keeping 

their characters and plot points organized, there a re a few things holding it back from 

being the best it possibly could be.  

The biggest issue I had was the size of the area where the storyline is displayed. While 

you can technically make your storyline as large and extensive as you see fit, it can 

make it more difficult to see everything as a big picture. You do have the option to 

zoom in and out by scrolling within the workspace, but the storyline also stretches out 

as it gets longer, which can sometimes blur lines together or just become hard to read.  

 
If your storyline becomes extensive, it might get difficult to read as a whole piece  

 
The script font used for the story title, character names, and scene titles isnɅt the 

easiest to read either, but there isnɅt a way to change it to sometime more agreeable, 
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so itɅs something youɅll just have to get used to. That extra degree of customization 

would be nice, but for me personally, it isnɅt a deal breaker (though for some it could 

be). 

Conclusion  

Despite a few minor flaws, this app is a great way for write rs to keep their storylines 

organized in a way that relies heavily on visuals and mapping e verything out to 

provide information about the storyline at a quick glance. The ability to color -code and 

move scenes around at will gives you a lot of organizationa l control if you choose to 

take advantage of it, and the ability to keep everything stored online (paired with 

autosave) means that all your work will be kept safe and accessible from anywhere, no 

matter what youɅre writing about.  

 

 

Delaney Sherman is a Professional Writing major with a Criminology minor. She's addicted to anything 

related to True Crime or the paranormal, and her favorite space -themed book is The Martian by Andy 

Weir. 
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by Krista Savage 

 

Mode(s) of access macOS, iOS 
Cost 14 days free trial; $4.99 monthly subscription, $39.99 

annual subscription  
Use case(s) General wri ting 
Strength(s) User-friendliness, simplistic design, storage  

Weakness(es) Limit of format  

 

Introduction  

Ulysses is a user-friendly writing app that allows for the optimal production of text 

with minimal effort. It runs on Mac and iOS products only (Ma c, iPad, iPhone), and 

uses iCloud for all storage purposes. It also uses iCloud to automatically sync writing  

texts through all connected devices whenever thereɅs internet connection, so users 

never need to worry about saving or losing work. Although the a vailability of iCloud 

isnɅt new to Apple users, itɅs an extremely useful featureɁespecially when users want 

to toggle through devices while writing. The app uses a single -library system, which 

means all text resides on the appɅs library until exported. Since all work is saved 

immediately, writers can do anything from jotting down thoughts to writing an award -

winn ing novel.   

The app enhances usability by automatically formatting all text and writing with plain 

text, or plain text enhanced, as Ulysses calls it. The app is extremely versatile; it can act 

as an organizational planner, sophisticated notepad, or the te mplate for a novel. There 

are not many limitations or difficulties when navigating the app, and Ulysses describes 

it as a very personalized experience, constantly reminding users to Ɉmake it your ownɉ 

throughout the appɅs description. There are no wrong answers when it comes to what 

you can use this app for.  

Layout and Features  

Ulysses offers users three main views when using the app:  

Library 

Sheet List  

Editor 
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There is a simple navigation bar that can be used to easily switch between views. All of 

the information is laid out simply, and itɅs extremely user-friendly.  

Library  

This is where all user-created text lives. In the Library, there are no sav ed texts; rather, 

every entry lives independently and can be organized according to date created, date 

modifi ed, or title (if added). All text found here is organized into sheets, which are very 

similar to Microsoft Word documents, but donɅt require a file name or title to be 

remembered as an entry. This is very useful to users who may forget to save their files,  

donɅt want to name every entry, or simply need to write something quickly. 

Sheets 

All writing is done in Sheets. Users create sheets via the New Sheet button and begin 

writing immediately. There are no templates to choose from, and everything is laid out 

very simply from the start, making it easy for users to get writing.  

Sheets offer unique features when using on iPad or iPhone (touch screens). By  holding 

the app down firmly on the home screen, users have the ability to automatically open 

a new sheet from the homepage. So, within three seconds of having a brilliant idea fo r 

a novel, Ulysses makes it extremely simple to have all writing in one place .  

Editor  

The editing section offers the ability to insert headings or titles and refer back to a 

sheet at any time. This app offers open -editing at any time, meaning a user doesnɅt 

ever have to upload or open a file, because all sheets can be changed or r eformatted 

at any time.  

Layout  

Ulysses is very organized, customizable, and it allows for complete and free 

organization and sectioning of text. Users have the ability to organiz e sheets however 

they please, with the ability to drag -and-drop, favorite (or  star) certain sheets, as well 

as add keywords, copy, duplicate, download, or delete any text. It also offers a feature 

that allows the user to merge two sheets together. Addition ally, any of these sheets 

can be transformed to PDFs or ebook files at any ti me.  

Also easily accessible from the main screen on the app is a button row with helpful 

shortcuts and options for navigating the simplest way through the app. This not only 

strengthens user-simplicity, but it allows writers to utilize the app to the fulle st 

potential by toggling through all the different features of the app.   
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Formatting  

The app is format -free, which means the user is limited in how uniquely they can 

format it. Ho wever, Apple prides themselves on the display of the app and the 

simplicity o f the wording, text, and design choices. They like to introduce conformity 

and professionalism throughout all of their products. When text is downloaded, itɅs 

automatically format ted. However, users have the ability to apply simple markup and 

create unique  characters throughout the text, like headlines, colored bubbles, titles, 

and more. Ulysses uses simple, minimal markup to allow the user to create these:  

Example: ##create a tit le, _emphasis_, >create a quote 

The app offers a Markdown XL section in the introduction to elaborate on this process 

for users who may be unfamiliar with formatting. The instructions for simple markup 

is always available to the user at anytime while using  the app. 

Benefits and Drawbacks  

Some of the main benefits of Ulysses are its  user-friendliness, simplistic design, and 

storage. ItɅs extremely easy to navigate, making it a great app for beginners, or people 

just starting to pursue writing. It uses trendy  language and emphasizes 

personalization. It even offers information on forma tting and simple markup so 

writers can create organization and sections through their pieces. The ability to export 

or merge texts immediately creates various circumstances for th is app to be used, and 

itɅs extremely versatile. The iCloud storage is useful and reminds me of Google Drive in 

the sense that the text can be immediately accessed from any device containing the 

app. Also, the ability to type across devices at anytime adds  consistency and 

adaptability. Some features are easier on touch screenɁlike auto-opening sheets or 

being able to save quick thoughts. However, if the user wants to sit down at their Mac 

and type for hours, they can quickly toggle to their laptop.  

The drawbacks of the app exist in its limited potential for formatting text. Ulysses  

offers the ability to create headlines, titles, and emphasis, but the overall potential is 

limited for those who wish to design a specific font or look. It isnɅt a word processor, 

or a heavy editor with track changes. This is also not a free app. There is  a free two-

week trial period for anyone who wants to use it, but overall it would need a 

subscription. Ulysses offers a yearly subscription, monthly, and a rate for students Ɂ

which offers a six-month, full -use time period that ends automatically.  

Yearly Subscription: $39.99  

Monthly Subscription: $4.99  
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Students: $10.99 

Reviews  

Ulysses has been praised for its performance in the writing -app community, as well as 

with Apple products. PC Magazine rated it Ɉexcellent,ɉ and commends the simplistic 

design by saying it Ɉhelps writers focus on their writing by providing a minimal 

experience.ɉ It also received EditorsɅ Choice for writing software. Ulysses is majorly 

praised for less is more, and is widely accepted among the writing community.  

 
Screenshot of Ulysses app 

 
The Sweet Setup is an online tech review that rated Ulysses  the best iOS writing app 

for all writers. This article elaborates on the broad range of professionals that could 

benefit from this app, like journalists, screenwriters, authors, copy editors,  bloggers, 

and more. The app not only offers iOS users a way to simply write or note -take, but 

professionals can greatly benefit from this in their fields.  
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Review from The Sweet Setup 

 

Conclusion  

Ulysses is by far the best writing app IɅve ever downloaded. I have only used it on a 

Mac a couple times, but the possibilities on the phone are endless. The simplicity and 

user-friendliness of the app heavily appeal to me, and IɅm not bothered by the lack of 

form atting potential because I think the stylistic ch oices in the app are clear and 

appeal to a wide array of people. I would recommend this app to anyone who wishes 

to get involved in writing from a note -taking to a professional level.  

 

 

Krista Savage is a Professional Writing major at Miami University and  graduates in December. She loves 

Oxford, but is ready to move to the West Coast very soon to start a new life with her dog. Her favorite 

space movie is either Star Wars or 2001: A Space Odyssey.  
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by Matthew Rubenstein  

 

Mode(s) of access agenda.com, macOS, iOS 
Cost Free; $9.99-$24.99 subscription options  

Use case(s) Note-taking, planning and tracking  
Strength(s) Clean interface, proper mobile accommodations, 

developer feedback for changes 
Weakness(es) Premium features locked behind paywall , less reliable 

than Apple Notes for brief reminders  
 

Agenda is a note-based program using dates, times, and folders to allow for quick 

storage of daily information. Although this program is avai lable on Mac computers, the 

iOS version of the program was used for the sake of review and analysis. This review 

will primarily cover the appɅs design, accessibility, pros/cons, and personal thoughts. 

Design  

The design of the browser version of Agenda main ly consists of a clean white setup, 

with notes in the middle , and two selection options being on either side of it. This 

works exceptionally well because it makes all three parts of the screen easy to locate 

and read. Likewise, when making different projec t folders, users are given the choice 

to make sections their  own specific color. In this particular image, sample projects are 

made green, personal projects are made purple, and work projects are made orange. 

In total, Agenda offers twelve different colors  for note folder categories, allowing users 

to make plenty o f individually identifiable sections. Agenda even allows this same color 

coordination to be present on the userɅs calendar. Lastly, the bold dots versus the 

more white, checked dots is a design choice that really prioritizes agenda activities, 

removing wha t has already been done. 
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The Browser version of AgendaɅs default view screen (Voorhees) 

 

When Agenda is used on a mobile device, such as the version found on the App Store 

used for conducting research, the overall format is weakened for the sake of fitti ng 

compactly onto the console screen. The basic screen only has the current on -screen 

notes. Finding the calendar suggestions and note folders will take a swipe to the left 

and right sides of the screen respectively. This makes it seem a tad more cumbersom e 

to edit one of these categories while main notes are also in view. On the plus side 

however, this design allows for the calendar to be directly linked to the Calendar app, 

also present on the iPhone. This double coordination is a fantastic design choice,  since 

events written down in the app can transfer over to the commonly used, main 

calendar app. It also makes scrolling through options much easier, as a single finger 

can scroll down notes at faster and more precise speeds than on a computer. Overall 

though, the design is very efficient when it comes to the browser, and despite the 

limitations when turned into a phone app, it takes advantage of certain mobile 

features that do not exi st in the browser version. This shows that Agenda for iOS 

understands how  to accommodate its design.  
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Sliding panels from the mobile version of Agenda, showing the sections to the left and right of the main screen if 

your finger slides the opposite direc tion (Voorhees) 

 

Accessibility  

Agenda as an app, thankfully, is easy enough to use without getting too lost in its 

features. Opening the app, the screen has a plus sign to add new notes, a magnifying 

glass to search for past notes, and a down arrow by On the Agenda serves as table of 

contents, labeling both the sections and the  subsections for any notes written down 

personally. On the right side, the Recently Edited Notes tab further shows which notes 

were the last worked on, so if a user exits the app and  returns later, their notes 

wouldnɅt be lost. The app even adjusts for different reading levels by letting you adjust 

text using a section it calls Agenda Preferences on the bottom left of the right side tab. 

It is helpful because certain users may be able  to read smaller text just fine, while 

others might need larger text in or der to properly view their notes. Lastly, the white, 

minimalist design provides an accessibility sometimes not seen in other programs that 

tend to get crazy with the color schemes. Even the Notes app traditionally pre -installed 

on Apple devices changed the sheet color to white for convenience and to replace 

their yellow lined paper look. This could make the notes feel more cluttered, so 

Agenda sticking with white works well to help th e text pop.  

Pros/Cons  

The reviews on the App Store for ɈAgenda - A new take on notesɉ are mostly positive. It 

holds a 4.4 out of 5 based on 566 ratings, with the large majority being 5 star reviews. 

Most of the reviewers appreciate how the Notes app flows with your calendar, even if, 
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as a caveat, users must pay an additional fee to make the most of those features. The 

app is free normally; it is only with paying an additional $9.99 that premium features 

are unlocked, such as choosing which calendar should appear in Agenda, creating 

calendar events in the app, pinning notes, saving searches, and hiding the appɅs 

watermark for prints/PDFs. For some, this paywall can be a turnoff, but as the 

developers point out, the $9.99 is not a subscription. ItɅs more so an unlock all. In 

addition, you only have to pay it once rather than it bein g a continuous fee. That these 

premium perks felt like proper additions rather than gutted features was a common 

source of praise among user reviews.  

Most user reviews were positive,  and those that werenɅt enthused with the app 

received development feedbac k for fixing certain things. Image support and pencil 

support, for instance, were features one user named Ɉmusic-majorɉ asked about, and 

someone from AgendaɅs development team responded to this user stating that image 

and pencil support would be added in t he future. Regardless, most people who 

purchased the app were supportive of the Agenda team and the clean way in which 

notes could be categorized.  

Personal Thoughts  

Agenda has been useful in categorizing daily events, and I appreciate how much 

coverage it has. All the features in the app are very helpful, even in the free version, 

but notes for me tend to be instantaneous and short. If I need to organize more 

extensively, Agenda is very helpful, but for certain notes, I may use the quicker, if 

more limited Notes app available on iOS. For me at least, Agenda comes at the 

expense of accessibility in those moments, but that should not stop other people. If 

they donɅt have their normal notes on quick access, then Agenda is a more than 

worthy note -taking program because of extensive options. Still, AgendaɅs features, 

user interface, and proper development feedback give me respect for the app.  

 

 

Matthew Rubenstein is a Professional Writing ma jor with an interest in film and video game writing. He 

enjoys playing tennis, visiting family, and watching movies. His favorite space video game is Super Mario 

Galaxy. 
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by Jasmine Pinkney 

 

Mode(s) of access macOS, iOS  
Cost Free; $1.49 monthly subscription, $14.99 annual 

subscription  
Use case(s) Note-taking, journaling  
Strength(s) Ability to convert a note into a PDF, JPG, HTML, or Word 

document; the grouping of notes with hashtags  
Weakness(es) Features locked behind paywall, unfamili ar icons 

requiring trial and error to understand their function  

 

 
This is the opening page to Bear as a mobile app on the iPhone  

 

Introduction  

Bear. What would you think you were getting yourself into when given that 

application? You wouldn't know what to do but you would be curious. The note -

taking/keeping application, Bear, that's w hat it is. Surprised? I was too when I 

downloaded this red icon with only a nondescriptive cartoon polar bear decorating the 

block. Oddly enough, I had never heard of t his app until I was given a project that 

required me to use Bear. However, Apple labeled  it as the Top App of 2016 (D'Alessio, 

ɈHow Bear Notesɉ), and I wonder where I was and what I was doing that I did not 

know about this application. When I asked around to the people I know who write a lot 

or would use a note -taking app for any random thing , not many had heard of the Bear 

application.  

So what exactly is Bear? "Developers based in Italy launched a new app with a mission 

to make notes beautiful and flexible ," says Francesco D'Alessio in the article "How Bear 
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Notes became Apple's #1 App" on Medium. In simple terms, it is a free application for 

writing notes, prose, and even essays if a person chooses to do so. In styleɁand even 

in action and usageɁit is very similar to the Notes app on all Apple products. There is 

a more widespread selection of features and options in Bear than you have in the 

normal, everyday note applications on your devices.  

What Can It Do?  

Similar to quite a few apps that are found in the App Store, Bear can be used on both 

your iPhone and on a MacBook or Apple desktop. It co nnects through the iCloud 

system, so you are able to save your work and move from a different device if 

necessary or wanted. It is very convenient for writers who are o n the move daily or are 

not looking at a computer screen 24/7. They are able to jot down  a note or idea while 

on their phone, save it, get home, and expand the idea on their laptop or desktop and 

everything will be there waiting for them.  

 
The toolbar is shown displaying the many functions the app provides for users while editing a note.  
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Features  

Some of the features that Bear offers aren't as easily accessibleɁor offered at all Ɂin 

other applications, separating it from the competition. All of the basic t ools on 

Microsoft Word and Google Docs can be accessed in Bear. You can check word count, 

how long it would take for someone to read your piece, add links, bold or italicize 

words, and so much more. The plus side of Bear is the fact that you can convert a note 

into a PDF, JPG, HTML, or Word document. What this means is that you can turn it into 

a form that is easily shared and globally understood.  

You are able to label and sort your notes in the sidebar function of the app. With the 

use of the hashtag symbol, users can label each note if they prefer and sort them into 

different tags. Users are  also able to archive and delete notes with ease. One difficulty 

with archiving notes that I found is searching for them. If they are archived, searches 

will not pick t hem up and you will not be able to see them unless you go into the 

archive folder.  

Reviews 

As someone who writes lists and notes 5 -10 times a day on my computer and phone, 

Bear is convenient and likable. I used to write in the notepad that was already 

downloaded on my MacBook and iPhone, but there have been times where I wanted 

to do something, like bullet points or bolding a title, and it wasnɅt easy to maneuver or 

perform the task. Bear makes editing my words very simple with the use of the 

taskbar. It is  like any other taskbar you see on any writing application, which is a plus 

because you are already familiar with the tools and icons and will automatically know 

what to use. However, there are a few new icons that I was unfamiliar with, and it was 

a trial -and-error situation where I had to figure out what something did before I could 

fully u se it. For example, there is a piece of paper icon on the toolbar. This tool allows 

you to add double brackets, which then allows you to choose a tag to put that 

particular note under. I would not have ever guessed that was what the icon was 

trying to imit ate. 

A big plus for this app is that it is free to use. Yes, there is a pro version that you pay 

for, but the free one still has a lot of great features and sources at the user's disposal. 

It isn't one of those free applications that you can only use for a  certain amount of 

time, or where you can only use the most basic of features, or even one that shows 

you a bunch of advertisements every time you open it on your devic e. 

MakeUseOf writer Khamosh Pathak gave 10 agreeable reasons on why Bear is better 

than Apple Notes, and some of them I completely agree with. The hashtags which 

allow you to group notes together, the formatting bar on the iPhone and the iPad 



37 

(which is super convenient even if it isn't on a larger screen) the exporting functions. 

All of these features make this app super simple and easy to use. These make the app 

even more attractive to writers and everyday users.  

Conclusion  

Honestly, this application is gr eat in its simplicity and ease. Any person with a basic 

knowledge of how to use a note -taking piece of technology would enjoy using this 

product. The features on Bear that aren't on other applications are not only cool but 

also helpful. The app isn't just another random app you may have on your phone; it is 

something you could use every day w ith a smile on your face. Apple has given this a 

title of Top App and encouraged users to download it onto their computers and 

phones even though they have a note -taking application on their products. Bear did 

something right and is amazing for such a simp le piece of technology.  

 

 

Jasmine Pinkney is a Professional Writing/Creative Writing double major. When she isn't working at the 

Miami Rec Center or catering weddings, she is swimming on the club swim team or having movie nights 

with her friends. Her favor ite space movie is Guardians of the Galaxy.  
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by Jamie Leonhardt 

 

Mode(s) of access evernote.com, iOS, Android 
Cost Free; $7.99-$14.99 monthly subscription options  

Use case(s) Note-taking 
Strength(s) Organization, share feature  

Weakness(es) Limited free version  

 

Introduction  

Evernote has the ability to transform a writerɅs organizational skills, as well as become 

their preferred note-taking application. For people on the go, Evernote is practical and 

convenient because it allows the writer to s ync across two devices. Whether jotting 

down a reminder on the way to work or copyediting a piece for an author, there 

shouldnɅt be a concern around information being lost; Evernote uses cloud storage, 

ensuring that notes and projects are safe and secure.  

Design  

Evernote has a clean-looking design and focuses primarily on two colors Ɂblack and 

white. While these default background colors canno t be altered, individuals will have 

the opportunity to personalize and customize their notes. The left side of the sc reen is 

a black selection panel. Here, a writer can easily see how to create a new note, open 

up a recent note, open a Notebook, or view sh ared notes. One can even choose to 

upgrade to the next version of Evernote. A search bar at the top of the screen all ows 

users to conveniently search for a note by name.  

Strengths  

Evernote is a powerful organizational tool that has a plethora of helpful features for 

writers to utilize. Of course, the writer has the ability to title a note before writing 

down any details.  Formatting is self -explanatoryɁthe writer chooses the size of their 

font and may even color -code their note to personalize it fu rther.  

When a due date is approaching, a writer can set a reminder prompting them to finish 

up any last steps. To create a reminder, they can click on the three dots found at the 

top of the note and then select Add Reminder. The writer then has the option to set 

the reminder for a specific date of their choosing. On that set due date, with the 
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writerɅs permission, Evernote will send an email as the final reminder. Oftentimes, life 

is so hectic that we can only focus on a couple of things at once. A writer c an also use 

reminders for to -do lists or projects that arenɅt high-priority now, but will be in a few 

weeks. Simply making the note and setting a reminder can ease a writerɅs mind 

temporarily, because they can rest assured that it will pop back up when itɅs time to 

get to work.  

When a task with a reminder has been completed, Evernote allows you to mark the 

note as done. To do this, the writer simply goes to their inbox (where all notes can be 

found) and, underneath Reminders, clicks on the box to the left -hand side of the 

desired note. There is a line through the title of the note indicating its completion, as 

well as a check mark next to it. This feel -good feature shows a writer how far they have 

come and can be useful when a writer wants to refer back to a past project months 

later. Additionally, this feature serves as a perk for writers who would typically prefer 

handwriting the ir to -do lists. Marking a note as done is essentially the equivalent of 

crossing off a task that has been completed on a piece of  paper. 

 
A screenshot of a userɅs InboxɁtwo notes have reminders and one has been completed  

 

Similar to other note -taking apps, Evernote allows the user to create folders to 

organize projects or occasions. What is unique, however, is that this application  

conveniently enables the writer to share notes directly with other Evernote users. 

Information can also be shared with non -users by inputting an email address or 

sharable link, and itɅs equally effective. 
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Communication and feedback are both crucial in ord er for a writer to succeed. In 

addition to offering a share feature, Evernote also has a chat feature that is useful for 

smaller conversations. A quick question or clarifying point can be sent without having 

to go through the effort of exiting your screen.  If a writer chooses to utilize this 

feature, they will save a lot of time in the long run by having everything in one place. 

Instead of wondering if you sent an email, GroupMe message, Slack message, or text 

message to a colleague, you can assume that all conversations regarding a specific 

project occurred through Evernote messaging.  

This application is particularly useful to wri ters who frequently engage in research. A 

writer can easily drag and drop previous research or supporting figures into a note. If  

they find a useful website, the writer can utilize the Web Clipper tool (instead of 

screenshotting) and continue to browse. Th e Web Clipper tool allows the user to 

choose what they would like transferred into Evernote, and the rest can be cropped 

out and left behind.   

Weaknesses  

Of course, the free version of Evernote can only get you so much. In order to sync 

across all devices, you must upgrade to either Evernote Premium or Evernote 

Business. According to EvernoteɅs website, Evernote Premium costs $7.99 per month, 

and Evernote Business costs $14.99 per user per month. 

Evernote Premium gives an individual 10GB of monthly uploads , while the basic 

version only allows 60MB. This is a pretty big leap in storage size, considering youɅre 

only paying around eigh t dollars more. On top of that, Premium supports a much 

larger note size (200MB compared to 25MB). Not shockingly, paying more will also 

earn you better customer support. After purchasing Evernote Premium, a user can 

now turn to emails and chats when they need assistance, instead of simply using an 

online forum. If a user is hesitant to spend money on this upgrade, they can take 

advantage of a free trial before making their final decision.  

Evernote Business is the most developed version, allowing 24GB (or more) of monthly 

uploads. Someone who writes frequently and knows they will upload more than 10GB 

per month can trial the Busin ess version at no cost.   

Not everyone can afford to pay up to $14.99 per month, and for this reason Evernote 

is lacking. ItɅs unfortunate that users canɅt enjoy all of the different benefits of the app 

unless they pay a monthly fee.  
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Conclusion  

I would re commend Evernote to both friends and colleagues. While I do see the 

benefit of having additional storage space and more accommoda ting customer 

support, the free version of Evernote has exceeded my expectations both as a writer 

and as a student. I still mak e occasional to-do lists by hand, but IɅve found that my lists 

and projects are much safer within cloud -based storage than they are in a physical 

notebook. One of my favorite features of the application is its ability to accept Word 

and PDF documents that are simply dropped in from a userɅs desktop. I enjoy creating 

different Notebooks for my different classes and projects that IɅm currently engrossed 

in.  

 

 

Jamie Leonhardt is a Supply Chain & Operations Management major with a minor in Rhetoric/Writing. 

She enjoys spending time outdoors, playing beach volleyball, and hanging out with friends. Her favorite 

space-themed movie is Star Wars. 
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by Janae Hutchins 

 

Mode(s) of access iOS 
Cost Free; $2.99 one-time payment  

Use case(s) Dream journaling  
Strength(s) Detailed interface  

Weakness(es) Time-consuming for users to enter all information upon 
waking 

 

Introduction  

ItɅs 10 a.m. and my alarm is screaming at me to start the day. I check my phone for 

any stray texts that came to me in the night, and t here is a notification from Capture, 

the dream journal app I have been using. ɈWhat did you dream last night?ɉ  

Capture is a comprehensive dream journal designed for people who want to keep 

track of their nightly sleep escapades. Dream recollection can not  only inform the 

dreamer about their subconscious, but also provide creative and fanciful inspiration 

for stories. Carl Jung wrote in his essay titled ɈIndividual Dream Symbolism in Relation 

to Alchemy,ɉ 

[H]ere we are not dealing with isolated dreams; they  form a coherent series in 

the course of which the meaning gradually unfolds more or less of its own 

accord. The series is the context which the dreamer himself supplies. It is as if 

not one text but many lay before us, throwing light from all sides on the  

unknown terms, so that a reading of all the texts is sufficient to elucidate the 

difficul t passages in each individual one. (qtd. in Bulkeley) 

Thus, if dreams can be considered a series of meaningful narratives, then preserving 

the memory of them through a dream journal like Capture can be likened to keeping a 

carefully curated library of pers onal texts. 

Usage 

Upon opening Capture, users click the plus icon on the top right of the app to add a 

dream. Users must first name the dream (ɈShady business,ɉ ɈMy girlfriend and I are in 

danger,ɉ and ɈAdam Levine is my tattoo artist,ɉ are a few of mine). Then, Capture has 

sections to input Story (with no word limit, for those with elaborate dream narratives), 
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People (Mom, your best friend, Beyoncé), Objects (teeth, car, money), Characters 

(teacher, lion, zombie), Places (home, amusement park, forest), Themes (fame, love, 

reincarnation), and Actions (driving, falling, eating). With the Image feature, users can 

upload a picture or choose from stock photos to find an ima ge that best fits the 

dream. 

   
CaptureɅs Home, Content, and Analysis pages 

 
Swiping right, under Analysis users can toggle whether they experienced a dream or 

nightmare, rate the dream on a scale of 1 -5 (stars for dreams, ghosts for nightmares), 

toggle whether the dream was lucid, and add emotions from a checklist. Then, users 

can toggle whether the emotions felt in the dream match the emotions they felt in 

their waking life.  

On the final screen, under Context, users can answer yes or no to the question s, ɈDo 

you think this dream is linked to an experience in your life?ɉ and ɈHave you dreamed 

of this before?ɉ 

For $2.99, users can access the premium features of the app. Here, they have access to 

a statistics and analysis screen that can assist in interpre ting and tracking their 

dreams.  

At the top of the screen, users can select the time windo w they want to analyze from 

any starting and ending date. The app then breaks down the information stored from 

the dreams within that time frame, giving users a web c hart of emotions, the 

percentage of dreams versus nightmares, context (such as what percen tage of dreams 
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were linked to an experience and what percentage of dreams were similar to other 

dreams they had), content of dream elements with CaptureɅs possible interpretation 

and space for the user to write what an element means to them, and finally, 

conclusions about the userɅs dreams in terms of mood, uniqueness, and realism. 

    
CaptureɅs Statistics features, unlocked with a Premium membership 

 
Once users add more dreams, they see a list of dreams on the main screen organized 

by date (newest on top) and identified by title, date, rating, and picture. Users have an 

option to apply filters or search dreams with any of the keywords, elements, and 

parameters they filled out when adding their dreams. This function can become 

extremely useful once a user  has accumulated many dreams and wants to search 

within those.  

Utility (for writers and non -writers)  

So why do all of this? Well, for one, itɅs entertaining to reminisce about past strange 

and interesting dreams. For me, when I read through my past dreams I can sometimes 

conjure up the images and feelings from them. As someone who has primarily unique 

and imaginative dreams, Capture gives me a tool to remember dreams I  would have 

otherwise forgotten.  

Second, Capture gives users multiple ways to help them un derstand their dreams and 

what these dreams may or may not mean for their subconscious. As stated by 

Malinowski, ɈAccording to FreudɅs wish-fulfilment theory, which i s currently perhaps 


