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But meanwhile the intellectual Arts were fast decaying.

The Art of Sight Recognition, being no longer needed, was no longer
practised; and the studies of Geometry, Statics, Kinetics, and other

kindred subjects, came soon to be considered superfluous, and fell into
disrespect and neglect even at our University. The inferior - Art of
Feeling  speedily experienced the same fate at our Elementary Schools.
Then the Isosceles classes, asserting that the Specimens were no longer
used nor needed, and refusing to pay the customary tribute from the
Criminal classes to the service of Education, waxed daily more numerous
and more insolent on the strength of their immunity from the old burden
which had formerly exercised the twofold wholesome effect of at once

taming their brutal nature and thinning their excessive numbers.

Year by year the Soldiers and Artisans began more vehemently to assert—
and with increasing truth-that there was no great difference between
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### Preface to the Second and Revised Edition, 1884.
#### By the Editor

If my poor Flatland friend retained the vigour of mind whij
when he began to compose these Memoirs, I should not now n}
represent him in this preface, in which he desires, first]]
his thanks to his readers and critics in Spaceland, whose
has, with unexpected celerity, required a second edition
secondly, to apologize for certain errors and misprints (f]

however, he is not entirely responsible); and, thirdly, tof

or two misconceptions. But he is not the Square he once wal
imprisonment, and the still heavier burden of general incredulity and
mockery, have combined with the natural decay of old age to erase from
his mind many of the thoughts and notions, and much also of the

terminolog

, which he acquired during his short stay in Spaceland. He

therefore, requested me to reply in his behalf to two special

objections, one of an intellectual, the other of a moral nature.
The first objection is, that a -Flatlander:, seeing a Line, sees

something that must be THICK to the eye as well as LONG to the eye
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